
Between the ages of 12 and 17

Bucks County resident

Evidence of a drug or alcohol
problem within the last 30 days

Unwilling to participate in
treatment program

CRITERIA FOR ACT 53

If criteria is met and you are interested in filing for Act 53, call
BCDAC, Inc. at 215-444-2700. The Case Manager will send you
the petition to complete, as well as the judge's availability.

At the designated time, you will be instructed to file the petition
at the Clerk of Courts, located at the Bucks County Justice
Center in Doylestown. Clerk of Courts Fee: $27.50 (cash only)

The petition must be in ink and printed single-sided on white
paper. The judge will review - and approve or deny - the
petition. If approved, a court date will be decided. 

A subpoena will be written up and your child will be served
notice to appear in court. Sheriff's Fee: $110 (cash only)

On the day of the court hearing, a Case Manager from St. Luke's
Penn Foundation will complete an assessment to determine
what level of care is needed (i.e. inpatient, outpatient).

A lawyer will be appointed to the adolescent at no charge. 
The Case Manager and your child's appointed lawyer will
present their recommendations to the judge.

The judge will review the recommendations and make a ruling. 
Your child must comply with these legal orders.

If treatment is ordered, the Case Manager will be able to guide
you and your child to inpatient or outpatient treatment and
other resources.

Is your adolescent struggling
with drug or alcohol use?

If your adolescent does not meet the
criteria, or you're not ready to file for

Act 53 but you'd like to be connected 
to services, please call 215-444-2700.

Bucks County Drug & Alcohol
Commission, Inc.  |  bcdac.org

If so, the legal system can mandate
drug and alcohol treatment. 

We are here to help - 
call 215-444-2700!

ACT 53


